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STATEMENT OF THE CASE: 
 
The claimant filed an appeal from the June 22, 2015, (reference 03) unemployment insurance 
decision that denied benefits based upon separation.  The parties were properly notified about 
the hearing.  A telephone hearing was held on July 28, 2015.  The claimant participated 
personally.  The employer participated through Dave Garner. Sam Black and Michelle Azevedo 
also participated on behalf of the employer.   
 
ISSUES: 
 
Did the claimant voluntarily quit the part-time employment with good cause attributable to 
employer? 
 
Is the claimant able to and available for work?   
 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 
Having reviewed all of the evidence in the record, the administrative law judge finds:  The 
claimant was employed part-time as a correctional officer and was separated from employment 
on May 19, 2015, when he voluntarily resigned without notice.  Continuing work was available.   
 
The claimant voluntarily quit the employment due to a flare up with his gout and due to domestic 
issues related to his family life.  The claimant performed thirteen hours of employment for this 
employer, and would not have been eligible for a leave of absence at the time of separation.  
The claimant has since received medical treatment and is able to and available for work.   
 
The administrative record shows that the claimant has not requalified for benefits since this 
separation but reflects he appears may be otherwise monetarily eligible for benefits after this 
part-time employer’s wages are excluded from the base period.   
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REASONING AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 
 
For the reasons that follow, the administrative law judge concludes the claimant voluntarily left 
the employment without good cause attributable to the employer, and has not requalified but 
appears to be otherwise monetarily eligible.  In addition, the claimant is able to and available for 
work.   
 
Iowa Code § 96.4-3 provides:   
 

An unemployed individual shall be eligible to receive benefits with respect to any week 
only if the department finds that:   
 
3.  The individual is able to work, is available for work, and is earnestly and actively 
seeking work.  This subsection is waived if the individual is deemed partially 
unemployed, while employed at the individual's regular job, as defined in section 96.19, 
subsection 38, paragraph "b", unnumbered paragraph 1, or temporarily unemployed as 
defined in section 96.19, subsection 38, paragraph "c".  The work search requirements 
of this subsection and the disqualification requirement for failure to apply for, or to accept 
suitable work of section 96.5, subsection 3 are waived if the individual is not disqualified 
for benefits under section 96.5, subsection 1, paragraph "h".  

 
Iowa Admin. Code r. 871-24.22(1)a provides: 
 

Benefits eligibility conditions.  For an individual to be eligible to receive benefits the 
department must find that the individual is able to work, available for work, and earnestly 
and actively seeking work.  The individual bears the burden of establishing that the 
individual is able to work, available for work, and earnestly and actively seeking work.   
 
(1)  Able to work.  An individual must be physically and mentally able to work in some 
gainful employment, not necessarily in the individual's customary occupation, but which 
is engaged in by others as a means of livelihood. 
 
a.  Illness, injury or pregnancy.  Each case is decided upon an individual basis, 
recognizing that various work opportunities present different physical requirements.  A 
statement from a medical practitioner is considered prima facie evidence of the physical 
ability of the individual to perform the work required.  A pregnant individual must meet 
the same criteria for determining ableness as do all other individuals. 

 
The evidence presented is that the claimant is currently able to and available for work without 
restrictions.   
 
Iowa Code § 96.5-1 provides:   
 

An individual shall be disqualified for benefits:  
 
1.  Voluntary quitting.  If the individual has left work voluntarily without good cause 
attributable to the individual's employer, if so found by the department. 
 

Iowa Code § 96.5-1-d and g provides:   
 

An individual shall be disqualified for benefits:   
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1.  Voluntary quitting.  If the individual has left work voluntarily without good cause 
attributable to the individual's employer, if so found by the department.  But the individual 
shall not be disqualified if the department finds that:   
 
d.  The individual left employment because of illness, injury or pregnancy upon the 
advice of a licensed and practicing physician, and upon knowledge of the necessity for 
absence immediately notified the employer, or the employer consented to the absence, 
and after recovering from the illness, injury or pregnancy, when recovery was certified by 
a licensed and practicing physician, the individual returned to the employer and offered 
to perform services and the individual's regular work or comparable suitable work was 
not available, if so found by the department, provided the individual is otherwise eligible.  
 
g.  The individual left work voluntarily without good cause attributable to the employer 
under circumstances which did or would disqualify the individual for benefits, except as 
provided in paragraph "a" of this subsection but, subsequent to the leaving, the 
individual worked in and was paid wages for insured work equal to ten times the 
individual's weekly benefit amount, provided the individual is otherwise eligible.  

 
Iowa Admin. Code r. 871-24.25(23) provides:   
 

Voluntary quit without good cause.  In general, a voluntary quit means discontinuing the 
employment because the employee no longer desires to remain in the relationship of an 
employee with the employer from whom the employee has separated.  The employer 
has the burden of proving that the claimant is disqualified for benefits pursuant to Iowa 
Code § 96.5.  However, the claimant has the initial burden to produce evidence that the 
claimant is not disqualified for benefits in cases involving Iowa Code § 96.5, 
subsection (1), paragraphs "a" through "i," and subsection 10.  The following reasons for 
a voluntary quit shall be presumed to be without good cause attributable to the 
employer: 
 
(23)  The claimant left voluntarily due to family responsibilities or serious family needs. 

 
Iowa Admin. Code r. 871-24.27 provides: 
 

Voluntary quit of part-time employment and requalification.  An individual who voluntarily 
quits without good cause part-time employment and has not requalified for benefits 
following the voluntary quit of part-time employment, yet is otherwise monetarily eligible 
for benefits based on wages paid by the regular or other base period employers, shall 
not be disqualified for voluntarily quitting the part-time employment.  The individual and 
the part-time employer which was voluntarily quit shall be notified on the Form 65-5323 
or 60-0186, Unemployment  Insurance Decision, that benefit payments shall not be 
made which are based on the wages paid by the part-time employer and benefit charges 
shall not be assessed against the part-time employer's account; however, once the 
individual has met the requalification requirements following the voluntary quit without 
good cause of the part-time employer, the wages paid in the part-time employment shall 
be available for benefit payment purposes.  For benefit charging purposes and as 
determined by the applicable requalification requirements, the wages paid by the 
part-time employer shall be transferred to the balancing account.   

 
Inasmuch as the claimant voluntarily quit for his personal health and due to family reasons, the 
separation is disqualifying.  However, the claimant has not requalified for benefits since the 
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separation but may be otherwise monetarily eligible according to base period wages.  Benefits 
are allowed, provided he is otherwise eligible.   
 
DECISION: 
 
The June 22, 2015, (reference 03), unemployment insurance decision is modified in favor of the 
appellant.  The claimant voluntarily left the employment without good cause attributable to the 
employer and has not requalified for benefits but appears to be otherwise monetarily eligible.  
Benefits are allowed, provided he is otherwise eligible.   
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jennifer L. Coe 
Administrative Law Judge 
 
 
______________________ 
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