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STATEMENT OF THE CASE: 
 
The Fighting Burrito, LLC (employer) appealed an unemployment insurance decision dated 
December 8, 2009, reference 01, which held that Matthew Madsen (claimant) was eligible for 
unemployment insurance benefits.  After hearing notices were mailed to the parties’ last-known 
addresses of record, a telephone hearing was held on January 27, 2010.  The claimant 
participated in the hearing.  The employer participated through Owner Matthew Goodman.  Both 
parties waived formal notice so the issue of whether the claimant refused a suitable job offer, 
could be addressed in the hearing.  Based on the evidence, the arguments of the parties, and 
the law, the administrative law judge enters the following findings of fact, reasoning and 
conclusions of law, and decision. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
The issue is whether the employer discharged the claimant for work-related misconduct; and 
whether the claimant refused a suitable offer of work? 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 
The administrative law judge, having heard the testimony and considered all of the evidence in 
the record, finds that:  The claimant was employed as a full-time cook and shift manager from 
April 2008 through November 12, 2009.  He was discharged for failing to support the general 
manager who had recently been hired.  Verbal warnings were reportedly issued but the 
employer could not provide any dates or further information.   
 
The employer determined the termination was probably premature so had the general manager 
tell the claimant he could return to work.  The claimant elected not to return to work with the 
same general manager who had just fired him.   
 
REASONING AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 
 
The issue is whether the employer discharged the claimant for work-connected misconduct.  A 
claimant is not qualified to receive unemployment insurance benefits if an employer has 
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discharged the claimant for reasons constituting work-connected misconduct.  Iowa Code 
§ 96.5-2-a. 
 
Iowa Code § 96.5-2-a provides:   
 

An individual shall be disqualified for benefits:   
 
2.  Discharge for misconduct.  If the department finds that the individual has been 
discharged for misconduct in connection with the individual's employment:  
 
a.  The individual shall be disqualified for benefits until the individual has worked in and 
has been paid wages for insured work equal to ten times the individual's weekly benefit 
amount, provided the individual is otherwise eligible.  

 
871 IAC 24.32(1)a provides:   
 

Discharge for misconduct.   
 
(1)  Definition.   
 
a.  “Misconduct” is defined as a deliberate act or omission by a worker which constitutes 
a material breach of the duties and obligations arising out of such worker's contract of 
employment.  Misconduct as the term is used in the disqualification provision as being 
limited to conduct evincing such willful or wanton disregard of an employer's interest as 
is found in deliberate violation or disregard of standards of behavior which the employer 
has the right to expect of employees, or in carelessness or negligence of such degree of 
recurrence as to manifest equal culpability, wrongful intent or evil design, or to show an 
intentional and substantial disregard of the employer's interests or of the employee's 
duties and obligations to the employer.  On the other hand mere inefficiency, 
unsatisfactory conduct, failure in good performance as the result of inability or 
incapacity, inadvertencies or ordinary negligence in isolated instances, or good faith 
errors in judgment or discretion are not to be deemed misconduct within the meaning of 
the statute. 

 
The employer has the burden of proof in establishing disqualifying job misconduct.  Cosper v. 
Iowa Department of Job Service, 321 N.W.2d 6 (Iowa 1982).  The issue is not whether the 
employer made a correct decision in separating claimant, but whether the claimant is entitled to 
unemployment insurance benefits.  Infante v. IDJS, 364 N.W.2d 262 (Iowa App. 1984).  What 
constitutes misconduct justifying termination of an employee and what misconduct warrants 
denial of unemployment insurance benefits are two separate decisions.  Pierce v. IDJS, 425 
N.W.2d 679 (Iowa App. 1988).  Misconduct serious enough to warrant discharge is not 
necessarily serious enough to warrant a denial of job insurance benefits.  Such misconduct 
must be "substantial."  When based on carelessness, the carelessness must actually indicate a 
"wrongful intent" to be disqualifying in nature.  Newman v. Iowa Department of Job Service, 351 
N.W.2d 806 (Iowa App. 1984).  Poor work performance is not misconduct in the absence of 
evidence of intent.  Miller v. Employment Appeal Board

 

, 423 N.W.2d 211 (Iowa App. 1988).  The 
claimant was discharged but there is no evidence of disqualifying misconduct.   

The employer contends the claimant should be denied benefits based on his refusal to return to 
suitable work.  An individual who refuses recall to suitable work is disqualified from receiving job 
insurance benefits. 
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Iowa Code § 96.5-3-a provides:   
 

An individual shall be disqualified for benefits:   
 
3.  Failure to accept work.  If the department finds that an individual has failed, without 
good cause, either to apply for available, suitable work when directed by the department 
or to accept suitable work when offered that individual. The department shall, if possible, 
furnish the individual with the names of employers which are seeking employees.  The 
individual shall apply to and obtain the signatures of the employers designated by the 
department on forms provided by the department. However, the employers may refuse 
to sign the forms.  The individual's failure to obtain the signatures of designated 
employers, which have not refused to sign the forms, shall disqualify the individual for 
benefits until requalified.  To requalify for benefits after disqualification under this 
subsection, the individual shall work in and be paid wages for insured work equal to ten 
times the individual's weekly benefit amount, provided the individual is otherwise eligible.  
 
a.  In determining whether or not any work is suitable for an individual, the department 
shall consider the degree of risk involved to the individual's health, safety, and morals, 
the individual's physical fitness, prior training, length of unemployment, and prospects for 
securing local work in the individual's customary occupation, the distance of the 
available work from the individual's residence, and any other factor which the 
department finds bears a reasonable relation to the purposes of this paragraph.  Work is 
suitable if the work meets all the other criteria of this paragraph and if the gross weekly 
wages for the work equal or exceed the following percentages of the individual's average 
weekly wage for insured work paid to the individual during that quarter of the individual's 
base period in which the individual's wages were highest:  
 
(1)  One hundred percent, if the work is offered during the first five weeks of 
unemployment.  
 
(2)   Seventy-five percent, if the work is offered during the sixth through the twelfth week 
of unemployment.  
 
(3)  Seventy percent, if the work is offered during the thirteenth through the eighteenth 
week of unemployment.  
 
(4)  Sixty-five percent, if the work is offered after the eighteenth week of unemployment.  
 
However, the provisions of this paragraph shall not require an individual to accept 
employment below the federal minimum wage.  

 
871 IAC 24.24(1)a provides: 
 

(1)  Bona fide offer of work.   
 
a.  In deciding whether or not a claimant failed to accept suitable work, or failed to apply 
for suitable work, it must first be established that a bona fide offer of work was made to 
the individual by personal contact or that a referral was offered to the claimant by 
personal contact to an actual job opening and a definite refusal was made by the 
individual.  For purposes of a recall to work, a registered letter shall be deemed to be 
sufficient as a personal contact. 
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871 IAC 24.24(14)(a)(b) provides: 
 

Failure to accept work and failure to apply for suitable work.  Failure to accept work and 
failure to apply for suitable work shall be removed when the individual shall have worked 
in (except in back pay awards) and been paid wages for insured work equal to ten times 
the individual's weekly benefit amount, provided the individual is otherwise eligible. 
 
(14)  Employment offer from former employer.   
 
a.  The claimant shall be disqualified for a refusal of work with a former employer if the 
work offered is reasonably suitable and comparable and is within the purview of the 
usual occupation of the claimant.  The provisions of Iowa Code § 96.5(3)"b" are 
controlling in the determination of suitability of work. 
 
b.  The employment offer shall not be considered suitable if the claimant had previously 
quit the former employer and the conditions which caused the claimant to quit are still in 
existence. 

 
The claimant contends there was not a bona fide offer of work but it is clear that he knew he 
could return to work if he wanted to, so the administrative law judge does find a bona fide offer 
of work was made.  However, the work offered by the employer was not suitable work within the 
meaning of the law.  Although the above-mentioned code section addresses a quit situation, the 
administrative law judge finds a comparable outcome when the separation was caused by a 
discharge.  Since the claimant did not refuse a suitable offer of work, he is qualified for benefits, 
provided he is otherwise eligible.   
 
DECISION: 
 
The unemployment insurance decision dated December 8, 2009, reference 01, is affirmed.  The 
claimant was discharged but misconduct has not been established.  Additionally, he did not 
refuse a suitable offer of work.  Benefits are allowed, provided the claimant is otherwise eligible.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Susan D. Ackerman 
Administrative Law Judge 
 
 
______________________ 
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