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FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 
The administrative law judge, having heard the testimony and having considered all of the 
evidence in the record, finds that:  The claimant was employed as a full-time warehouse/dock 
worker from March 2, 2004 through August 2, 2005.  He was discharged after openly admitting 
to his supervisor and the personnel director that he was using methamphetamine while at work.  
The employer had noted the claimant’s personality had changed significantly and he had 
become more aggressive.  On August 2, 2005, the personnel director asked to look at the 
claimant’s arms.  The claimant immediately became angry and stated, “Why do you want to see 
my arms?  Why are you fucking with me?”  Eventually the claimant showed the employer both 
his arms; he had a total of seven marks on his arms, on the veins on the inside of his elbows.  
The claimant admitted the marks were from hypodermic needles and he was shooting 
methamphetamine for back pain.  The claimant stated that the last day he used was five days 
ago, which was July 28, 2005.  He worked for 12 hours on July 28, 2005.  The claimant was 
discharged for violation of the employer’s substance abuse policy.   
 
The claimant filed a claim for unemployment insurance benefits effective August 14, 2005, and 
has received benefits after the separation from employment in the amount of $2,243.00. 
 
REASONING AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 
 
The issue is whether the employer discharged the claimant for work-connected misconduct.  A 
claimant is not qualified to receive unemployment insurance benefits if an employer has 
discharged the claimant for reasons constituting work-connected misconduct.  Iowa Code 
section 96.5-2-a. 
 
Iowa Code section 96.5-2-a provides:   
 

An individual shall be disqualified for benefits:   
 
2.  Discharge for misconduct.  If the department finds that the individual has been 
discharged for misconduct in connection with the individual's employment:  
 
a.  The individual shall be disqualified for benefits until the individual has worked in and 
has been paid wages for insured work equal to ten times the individual's weekly benefit 
amount, provided the individual is otherwise eligible.  

 
871 IAC 24.32(1)a provides:   
 

Discharge for misconduct.   
 
(1)  Definition.   
 
a.  “Misconduct” is defined as a deliberate act or omission by a worker which constitutes 
a material breach of the duties and obligations arising out of such worker's contract of 
employment.  Misconduct as the term is used in the disqualification provision as being 
limited to conduct evincing such willful or wanton disregard of an employer's interest as 
is found in deliberate violation or disregard of standards of behavior which the employer 
has the right to expect of employees, or in carelessness or negligence of such degree of 
recurrence as to manifest equal culpability, wrongful intent or evil design, or to show an 
intentional and substantial disregard of the employer's interests or of the employee's 



Page 3 
Appeal No. 05A-UI-09618-BT 

 

 

duties and obligations to the employer.  On the other hand mere inefficiency, 
unsatisfactory conduct, failure in good performance as the result of inability or 
incapacity, inadvertencies or ordinary negligence in isolated instances, or good faith 
errors in judgment or discretion are not to be deemed misconduct within the meaning of 
the statute. 

 
This definition has been accepted by the Iowa Supreme Court as accurately reflecting the intent 
of the legislature.  Huntoon v. Iowa Department of Job Service

 

, 275 N.W.2d 445, 448 (Iowa 
1979).   

The employer has the burden to prove the claimant was discharged for work-connected 
misconduct as defined by the unemployment insurance law.  Cosper v. Iowa Department of Job 
Service

 

, 321 N.W.2d 6 (Iowa 1982).  The claimant was discharged according to his admission 
to using methamphetamine while at work.  He now denies that admission, but admits he had 
seven needle marks on his arms.  The claimant contends that he only “hit” his arms because he 
was attempting to use drugs again; he states he never shot the methamphetamine in his veins, 
but just poked it into his arms, when he decided it was not the thing to do.  He later claimed that 
he had a problem with hitting his veins.  The Administrative Law Judge finds the claimant’s 
testimony inconceivable, as well as implausible.  The claimant's violation of a known work rule 
was a willful and material breach of the duties and obligations to the employer and a substantial 
disregard of the standards of behavior the employer had the right to expect of the claimant.  
Work-connected misconduct as defined by the unemployment insurance law has been 
established in this case and benefits are denied. 

Iowa Code section 96.3-7 provides:   
 

7.  Recovery of overpayment of benefits.  If an individual receives benefits for which the 
individual is subsequently determined to be ineligible, even though the individual acts in 
good faith and is not otherwise at fault, the benefits shall be recovered.  The department 
in its discretion may recover the overpayment of benefits either by having a sum equal 
to the overpayment deducted from any future benefits payable to the individual or by 
having the individual pay to the department a sum equal to the overpayment.  
 
If the department determines that an overpayment has been made, the charge for the 
overpayment against the employer's account shall be removed and the account shall be 
credited with an amount equal to the overpayment from the unemployment 
compensation trust fund and this credit shall include both contributory and reimbursable 
employers, notwithstanding section 96.8, subsection 5.  

 
Because the claimant's separation was disqualifying, benefits were paid to which the claimant 
was not entitled.  Those benefits must be recovered in accordance with the provisions of Iowa 
law.  
 
DECISION: 
 
The unemployment insurance decision dated September 7, 2005, reference 01, is reversed.  
The claimant is not eligible to receive unemployment insurance benefits because he was 
discharged from work for misconduct.  Benefits are withheld until he has worked in and been 
paid wages for insured work equal to ten times his weekly benefit amount, provided he is 
otherwise eligible.  The claimant is overpaid benefits in the amount of $2,243.00. 
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