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Iowa Code § 96.5-2-a - Prior Adjudication of a Discharge Separation 
      
STATEMENT OF THE CASE: 
 
Alfred Leggett (claimant) appealed an unemployment insurance decision dated January 3, 
2014, reference 01, which held that he was not eligible for unemployment insurance benefits 
because he was discharged from Alpla, Inc. (employer) for work-related misconduct.  Due 
notice was issued scheduling the matter for a telephone hearing to be held February 26, 2014.  
Since there had been a previous decision issued which addressed the same separation, no 
hearing was necessary as the subsequent decision was issued in error.   
 
ISSUE: 
 
The issue is whether the separation in the case herein has been previously adjudicated. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 
The administrative law judge, having heard the testimony and considered all of the evidence in 
the record, finds that:  On December 13, 2013, a decision was issued concerning the claimant’s 
separation from the employer.  The decision, reference 01, allowed benefits to the claimant.  
The decision became final in the absence of an appeal.   
 
The January 3, 2014, reference 01, decision denying benefits based on the same separation 
was issued in error.   
 
REASONING AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 
 
There was, in fact, a decision issued on December 13, 2013, concerning the separation.  No 
appeal was filed and that decision has become final pursuant to Iowa Code § 96.6-2.  The 
subsequent decision regarding the same separation was issued in error.  The administrative law 
judge has no legal authority to re-adjudicate an otherwise final determination.  Therefore, 
benefits shall be paid in accordance with the decision of December 13, 2013. 
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DECISION: 
 
The unemployment insurance decision dated January 3, 2014, reference 01, is dismissed.  The 
matter was previously adjudicated and this decision was issued in error.   
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Susan D. Ackerman 
Administrative Law Judge 
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